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Student Engagement

In education, student 
engagement refers to the degree of  
attention, curiosity, interest, 
optimism, and passion that students 
show when they are learning or being 
taught, which extends to the level of  
motivation they have to learn and 
progress in their education.
https://www.edglossary.org/student-engagement/

https://www.edglossary.org/student-engagement/


Getting Students to Log In

Reaching out individually to families 
increases engagement significantly

They didn’t choose this

Not attending is not 
necessarily truancy

Lack of  confidence in 
this modality, parent or 

student, or both

Find out what’s okay for 
their family

Consider webinars for 
parents on your systems



Survey Says…

How many children do you have that are participating 
in online lessons?

What are your children's grade levels?

How often is the school communicating with you?

How often is your child’s teacher communicating with 
you?
How confident are you feeling about helping your child 
with online learning?

What are you struggling with?

How can we support you?

What do you want your child’s school and teacher to 
know about your experience with online learning?



They’re not 
in the online 
student 
mindset

Home environment

Are they getting out of  bed?

Are they just in survival mode?

Setting reminders or calling them to get them to 
the session

Knowing which students will need additional 
support vs self  starters



Making 
Students Want 
to Participate

Rewards Extra credit

Cliff  
hangers

Whatever 
makes them 

excited 
about 

coming



Schedules for 
Online 
Teaching 
Sessions

Best time for a majority of  
students

Coordinate schedules with 
other teachers

Recommended office hours



Recording the Sessions

Not everyone 
will make it to 
your session

You need a place 
for students to 

access previously 
recorded lesson



What Do I 
Do When… 
Behaviors 
Edition

Set Expectations Reward Positive 
Behaviors

Warning Systems Working With 
Parents
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Helping 
Parents 
Help Their 
Children

Office hours for parents

Consult 
with them

Give them 
strategies

Give them 
grace

Create a 
parent 

network

Setting Expectations for Required School 
Activities

Online Offline Setting a 
Schedule



Well Care 
Check

What do you do?

Video Phone call – Talk to 
the kids

How often?

At least weekly When you haven't 
heard from them

Who is responsible for this?

All of  us! Mandated reporter



Helping Students Understand What Is 
Happening

HAVING TIME FOR 
THEM TO SHARE

SHARE CURRENT 
EVENTS, AND BE 

SUPPORTIVE



Before you engage in any online activity, 
give yourself  ample time to find your 
“best you!” 

Have a plan for the day

Find others you can connect with 
dealing with the same circumstances

Anxiety/Mental Health
is a mindset!
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Questions



Schedule Additional 
Time and Support

https://calendly.com/lighthousetx/webinar

https://calendly.com/lighthousetx/webinar


Caroline Nuttall Katherine Fugate
Ph.D.

Janet L. Courtney, 
MS, CCC-SLP

Katherine is a Special 
Education Consultant with a 
focus on policy development 
and systemic implementation 
to meet the needs of  students 

with disabilities.

Contact her at:
Katherine@jabis.com

Caroline has been in online 
education for the last seven 

years, as a Principal and then 
as the Director of  Online 

Learning. 

Contact her at: 
Caroline.the.artist@gmail.com

Lighthouse Therapy’s Founder and 
CEO, Janet Courtney has been 

teaching Special Education students 
online for over nine years and has 

been a practicing Speech-Language 
Pathologist for 25 years.

Contact her at: 
janet@lighthouse-therapy.com

Frederick Shegog
National public speaker with a 

passion to share my 
transformational journey to 

recovery. Experienced in creating 
and facilitating workshops to 

address the needs of  the 
community in the areas of  mental 

health, substance use disorders, 
and collegiate recovery.

Contact him at:
www.themessagellc.com

http://www.themessagellc.com/


Additional Resources

• Best Practices for Securing Your Virtual 
Classroom

• From Brick to Click: Reaching Your Students 
Online

• From Brick to Click: Ready, Set, Click

• From Brick to Click: Finding Resources

https://blog.zoom.us/wordpress/2020/03/27/best-practices-for-securing-your-virtual-classroom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=0DyytgO6jhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=yYoqK966Fhc
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=acXd2UuIdBs


Week 5: 
Special 

Education 
Tips

Week 6: 
Therapy 
Services 
Online

Future 
Weekly 

Brick to Click 
Webinar 
Topics



Don’t Forget to Sign 
Up for Next Week’s 

Webinar: 
From Brick to Click: 

Special Education Tips

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/uZEud-CpqDMqlu3-pyHBdpnRYQ2qln8_qA

